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COMMUNICATION STUDIES (BA)
Communication Studies

Suggested Four-Year Flowcharts are planning guides and do not represent a required course sequence.  
Courses may be completed in a different order, provided requisite requirements are satisfied.

First Year

Term 1 Units

COMS 1100 Introduction to the Communication Studies Major 2

COMS 1101 
or COMS 1102

Public Speaking (1C) 1 
or Public Speaking in Digital Spaces

3

General Education Requirement (1A) 3

General Education Requirement 3

General Education Requirement 3

  Units 14

Term 2

COMS 2205 Rhetorical Studies 3

COMS 2206 Communication Theory 3

STAT 1110 Applied Statistical Concepts and Methods (2) 1 3

General Education Requirement (1B) 3

Free Elective 6, 7 3

  Units 15

Second Year

Term 1

COMS 2211 
or COMS 2213 
or COMS 2215 
or COMS 2217

Interpersonal Communication 7 
or Organizational Communication 
or Media Studies 
or Small Group Collaboration and Creativity

3

COMS 2250 
or COMS 2208

Building Advocacy Skills 2 
or Performance, Literature, and Culture

3

General Education Requirement 3

General Education Requirement 3

General Education Requirement 3

General Education Requirement 1

  Units 16

Term 2

COMS 2211 
or COMS 2213 
or COMS 2215 
or COMS 2217

Interpersonal Communication 7 
or Organizational Communication 
or Media Studies 
or Small Group Collaboration and Creativity

3

Focus Area Course 2, 3 3

General Education Requirement 3

General Education Requirement 3

Free Elective 6, 7 3

  Units 15

Third Year

Term 1

COMS 3312 
or COMS 3313

Quantitative Research Methods in Communication Studies 
or Qualitative Research Methods in Communication Studies

3

COMS 3316 Intercultural Communication (Upper-Division 4, USCP) 1 3

Focus Area Course 2, 3 3

General Education Requirement 3

Free Elective 6, 7 3

  Units 15

Term 2

COMS 3332 
or COMS 3385

Rhetorical Criticism (GWR) 
or Media Criticism

3

Focus Area Course 2, 3 3

Focus Area Course 2, 3 3

COMS Elective 4, 5 3

Free Elective 6, 7 3

  Units 15
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Fourth Year

Term 1

COMS 4460 Undergraduate Seminar 1

Focus Area Course 2, 3 3

Focus Area Course 2, 3 3

General Education Requirement 3

Free Elective 6, 7 3

Free Elective 6, 7 3

  Units 16

Term 2

COMS 4461 Senior Project 2

COMS Elective 4, 5 3

Free Elective 6, 7 3

Free Elective 6, 7 3

Free Elective 6, 7 3

  Units 14

  Total Units 120

1 Required in Major or Support; also satisfies General Education (GE) requirement.
2 Repeatable course; Major credit limited to 3 units.
3 Repeatable course; Major credit limited to 6 units.
4 Courses taken to meet the focus area requirement cannot be double-counted in the COMS Electives.
5 A maximum of 3 units may be applied toward COMS electives: COMS 4400, COMS 4480, COMS 4485.
6 Free electives may need to be at the 3000-4000 level to ensure completion of the required minimum of 40 units of upper-division.
7 If a General Education (GE course is used to satisfy a Major or Support requirement, additional units of Free Electives may be needed to complete

the total units required for the degree.


