
 3 

2007-2009 Cal Poly Catalog    

Table of Contents 
 

Welcome to Cal Poly.........................................................5 
 Mission Statement ..............................................................6 
 Learning Objectives............................................................6 
 Quick Facts .........................................................................7 
 Academic Calendar.............................................................8 
 Guide to Using the Catalog...............................................10 
 Academic Programs..........................................................12 
 Accreditation ....................................................................15 
Rights and Responsibilities of Individuals...........16 
 Statement on Diversity .....................................................16 
 Policies on the Rights of Individuals ................................16 
 Non-discrimination Policy................................................16 
 Academic Freedom...........................................................17 
 Student Academic Rights &Responsibilities ....................17  
 Use and Release of Student Information...........................18  
 Responsible Use of Information Technology Resources ..18 
 E-Mail – An Official Means of Communication to  

Students ....................................................................18 
 Accessibility of Cal Poly Electronic and Information 

Technology Resources..............................................18 
Academic Resources and Support Services 
 Academic Advising ..........................................................19 
 Biotechnology Programs ..................................................19 
 Center for Teaching and Learning ....................................20 
 Computing at Cal Poly......................................................20  
 Endowed Chairs and Professors........................................20 
 Health Careers–Preprofessional Preparation.....................20  
 International Education and Programs..............................20  
 International Student Programs and Services ...................23 
 Library Services................................................................23  
 PREFACE.........................................................................24 
 Research and Project Involvement....................................24  
 Service Learning and Civic Engagement..........................24  
 Sustainability Practices.....................................................25 
 University Honors Program..............................................25  
 University Studies.............................................................25  
 Writing Skills Program .....................................................25  
 Alumni Association ..........................................................26  
 Cal Poly Corporation ........................................................26  
 Performing Arts Center.....................................................26  
 University Advancement ..................................................26  
 University Police ..............................................................26  
Student Affairs 
 Associated Students, Inc. ..................................................28 
 Career Services .................................................................30 
 Dean of Students...............................................................31 
 Disability Resource Center ...............................................31 
 Health and Counseling Services .......................................31 
 Housing and Residential Life ...........................................32 
 Office of Student Rights and Responsibilities ..................33 
 Parent Program .................................................................33 
 Student Academic Services ..............................................33 
 Student Life and Leadership .............................................34 
 Testing Services................................................................35 

Undergraduate Admissions 
 Cal Poly's Admission Requirements..............................37  
 CSU Eligibility Requirements ........................................37  
 Freshman Requirements....................................................37  
 Transfer Requirements......................................................38  
 Application Procedures ..................................................39  
  Test Requirements ........................................................39  
  Cal Poly Application Filing Periods .............................39  
 Other Information ..........................................................40  
  Returning Students........................................................40  
  International (Foreign) Student – General 

Admission Requirements ..........................................40 
  Consistency with State Regulations ..............................41  
Fees, Expenses and Financial Aid 
 Fees and Expenses ...........................................................42  
  Registration Fees Per Quarter .......................................42  
  Refund of Fees Including Nonresident Tuition .............42  
  Fees and Debts Owed to the University ........................42  
  Credit Cards ..................................................................43  
  Student Fee Waivers .....................................................43  
  Procedure for Establishment of a Student Body Fee.....43  
 Financial Aid ...................................................................44 
  Typical Student Expenses .............................................44  
  Cancellation of Registration or Withdrawal from the 

   Institution and Financial Aid......................................44  
  University Scholarships ................................................44  
  Grants............................................................................45  
  Employment..................................................................45  
  Loans.............................................................................46  
Academic Requirements and Policies 
 Academic Placement 
  English Placement Test (EPT) ......................................47  
  Entry Level Mathematics (ELM) Exam........................47  
  Cal Poly Mathematics Placement Exam (MAPE).........48  
  Evaluation of Transfer Credit........................................49  
  Other Academic Credit .................................................49  
 General Requirements – Bachelor's Degree 
  Choice of Catalog .........................................................52  
  General Graduation Requirements ................................53 
     Graduation Writing Requirement...............................54 
     Senior Project.............................................................54 
  Other Information .........................................................55 
     Academic Minors.......................................................55  
     Academic Honors.......................................................55  
     Blended BS+MS Programs ........................................55  
     Change of Major ........................................................55  
     Course Substitution ....................................................55  
     Double Majors ...........................................................55  
     Graduate Credit Taken by Undergraduates ................56  
     Second Bachelor's Degree..........................................56  
     Student Classification ................................................56  
 General Education (GE) .................................................56  
 U.S. Cultural Pluralism (USCP) ....................................61  
 Registration .....................................................................61  
  Enrollment Policy .........................................................62  
  Class Attendance...........................................................62  

http://www.calpoly.edu/~acadprog/2007pubcat/welcome_qkfacts.pdf
http://www.calpoly.edu/%7Eacadprog/2007pubcat/acadcal_guide.pdf
http://www.calpoly.edu/%7Eacadprog/2007pubcat/acadprogs_accred.pdf
http://www.calpoly.edu/%7Eacadprog/2007pubcat/rts_respons.pdf
http://www.calpoly.edu/%7Eacadprog/2007pubcat/acadres_suppsvcs.pdf
http://www.calpoly.edu/%7Eacadprog/2007pubcat/stu_affairs.pdf
http://www.calpoly.edu/%7Eacadprog/2007pubcat/admiss.pdf
http://www.calpoly.edu/%7Eacadprog/2007pubcat/fees_expenses_finaid.pdf
http://www.calpoly.edu/%7Eacadprog/2007pubcat/acad_reqs.pdf


4      

2007-2009 Cal Poly Catalog    

  Holding of Records.......................................................62  
  Enrollment Status..........................................................62  
  Maximum Unit Load ....................................................62 
  Add/Drop ......................................................................62  
  Leaves of Absence........................................................62 
  Returning Students........................................................63  
  Intrasystem and Intersystem Enrollment Programs ......63 
  Health Screening...........................................................63  
 Grading, Grading Symbols .............................................64  
    Credit/No Credit Grading ...........................................64  
    Administrative Grading Symbols ...............................65  
    Repeating a Course .....................................................65  
    Withdrawals / Renewal...............................................66  
 Academic Standards ......................................................67  
    Academic Obligations.................................................67  
    Academic Probation and Disqualification ..................68  
    Academic Petitions .....................................................68  
    Student Grievances .....................................................69  
    Eligibility for Intercollegiate Athletics .......................69  
    Eligibility for Student Activities.................................69  
    Student Conduct and Discipline..................................69  
Graduate Programs 
 Master’s Degree Programs................................................71 
 Application for Admission................................................71 
 Graduate and Postbaccalaureate Admission  
  Requirements ................................................................72 
 Academic Requirements and Responsibilities ..................74 
 General Policies Governing Graduate Studies..................74 
College of Agriculture, Food and  
  Environmental Sciences.............................................79  
 Agribusiness .....................................................................91  
 Agricultural Education and Communication ....................94  
 Animal Science.................................................................97  
 BioResource and Agricultural Engineering ....................100  
 Dairy Science..................................................................104  
 Earth and Soil Sciences ..................................................106  
 Food Science and Nutrition ............................................110  
 Horticulture and Crop Science........................................114  
 Military Science..............................................................120  
 Natural Resources Management .....................................123  
College of Architecture and  
  Environmental Design ...............................................130  
 Architectural Engineering...............................................134  
 Architecture ....................................................................136  
 City and Regional Planning ............................................140  
 Construction Management..............................................144  
 Landscape Architecture ..................................................146  
Orfalea College of Business .....................................148  
 BS Business Administration ...........................................151  
  Accounting .................................................................152  
  Finance .......................................................................153  
  Management ...............................................................153  
  Marketing ...................................................................154  
  Interdisciplinary Studies .............................................155  
 BS Economics.................................................................156  
 BS Industrial Technology ...............................................158 
 Academic Minors............................................................160 
 Graduate Programs .........................................................162 
College of Education ....................................................167  
 Teacher Education Division .............................................169  
 Graduate Studies in Education..........................................171  

College of Engineering ................................................176  
 Aerospace Engineering.....................................................185  
 Biomedical and General Engineering ..............................188  
 Civil and Environmental Engineering ..............................192  
 Computer Engineering......................................................197  
 Computer Science.............................................................199  
 Electrical Engineering ......................................................204  
 Industrial and Manufacturing Engineering .......................208  
 Materials Engineering ......................................................213  
 Mechanical Engineering ...................................................215  
College of Liberal Arts .................................................218 
 Art and Design..................................................................220  
 Communication Studies....................................................223  
 English..............................................................................225  
 Ethnic Studies...................................................................228  
 Graphic Communication...................................................230  
 History ..............................................................................233  
 Humanities........................................................................235  
 Journalism ........................................................................236  
 Liberal Studies..................................................................237  
 Modern Languages and Literatures ..................................239  
 Music ................................................................................241  
 Philosophy ........................................................................243  
 Political Science ...............................................................245  
 Psychology and Child Development ................................248  
 Social Sciences .................................................................253  
 Theatre and Dance............................................................256  
 Western Intellectual Tradition ..........................................258 
 Women's Studies ..............................................................259  
College of Science and Mathematics ....................260 
 Biological Sciences ..........................................................264  
 Chemistry and Biochemistry ............................................270  
 Kinesiology .....................................................................274  
 Mathematics .....................................................................278  
 Physics..............................................................................281  
 Statistics ...........................................................................284  
Continuing Education .............................................286  
Intercollegiate Athletics Department .....................288  
Courses ..............................................................................289  
The California State University ................................472  
University Administration, Faculty and Staff .....474  
Appendix 
 Higher Education Act (HEA) ...........................................502  
 Privacy Rights of Students in Education Records ............502  
 Completion/Graduation Rates ..........................................502  
 Equity in Athletics Disclosure Act (EADA).....................502  
 Campus Security Report (Clery Act)................................502  
 Institutional and Financial Assistance Information ..........502  
 Campus Smoking Policy ..................................................503  
 Career Placement..............................................................503 
 Military Selective Services Act ........................................503  
 Determination of Residence for Nonresident Tuition 
    Purposes.........................................................................503  
 Use of Social Security Number ........................................504  
 Student Conduct ...............................................................504  
 Immigration Requirements for Licensure.........................505  
 Average Support Cost of Education .................................505  
Index.....................................................................................506  
Campus Map............................................. Inside Back Cover 

http://www.calpoly.edu/%7Eacadprog/2007pubcat/grad_progs.pdf
http://www.calpoly.edu/%7Eacadprog/2007pubcat/c_agric.pdf
http://www.calpoly.edu/%7Eacadprog/2007pubcat/c_arch.pdf
http://www.calpoly.edu/%7Eacadprog/2007pubcat/c_ocob.pdf
http://www.calpoly.edu/%7Eacadprog/2007pubcat/c_educ.pdf
http://www.calpoly.edu/%7Eacadprog/2007pubcat/c_engr.pdf
http://www.calpoly.edu/%7Eacadprog/2007pubcat/c_libarts.pdf
http://www.calpoly.edu/%7Eacadprog/2007pubcat/c_scimath.pdf
http://www.calpoly.edu/%7Eacadprog/2007pubcat/contg_ed.pdf
http://www.calpoly.edu/%7Eacadprog/2007pubcat/intercoll_athletics.pdf
http://www.calpoly.edu/~acadprog/2007pubcat/course_menu.pdf
http://www.calpoly.edu/%7Eacadprog/2007pubcat/csu.pdf
http://www.calpoly.edu/%7Eacadprog/2007pubcat/univ_admin.pdf
http://www.calpoly.edu/%7Eacadprog/2007pubcat/appendix.pdf
http://www.calpoly.edu/%7Eacadprog/2007pubcat/index.pdf
http://www.calpoly.edu/cpmaps/index.html



